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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Billie vide�Marie exercise�then knowledge check which deals with HEI responses and disclusores 

http://www.thestudentsexworkproject.co.uk/


Aims 
• Describe the project and its aims.  

 
• Discuss the findings from the research 

element of the project.  
 

• Consider Belle’s story and avenues of 
biopsychosocial support for student sex 
workers. 



Why TSSWP? 

• Growing concern re changes to funding of HE  
– Result - substantial shifts in the cost burden of HE  from the 

government onto the individual students and their families 
– Expecting students to contribute a bigger share of their HE cost 

implies that students need to have access to financial resources 
– Not surprising that there are indications of increased involvement of 

students in the sex industry 
 

• Societal trend towards normalisation and mainstreaming of sexual 
consumption  
 

• Growing radical feminist discourse across Europe – sex work as violence 
and exploitation 
 

• Lack of service provision for students working in sex industry 
 

• Difficulty in attracting research funding 
 

  
 
 



Research and Service Delivery = Innovation and Public 
Engagement  

• First cross sector e-health service 
 

• Innovative research - combination of research and service delivery: 
• Data Collection – Quantitative and Qualitative  
• Website 
• Member’s Forum 
• Net-reach services 
• Online counselling        

 
• Methodology – PAR 
 
 “To promote learning and understanding about  
student sex worker needs and associated issues,  
and to provide an innovative sexual health service to  
a marginalised population through an  
ethical, empowering research led framework.” 
 
• Public Engagement  

• Fog of Sex 
• Development of training  
• Video Diary 
 

 
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
My work has become increasingly innovative.  The student sex work project demonstrates this. Not only is it innovative in terms of research methodologies – PAR (explain)but also innovative in that it is an exemplar of a new and exciting way of conducting research that combines service delivery.  Thus together with external experts, I have led the way with Tracey in developing and implementing project work that has immediate impact on the lives of beneficiaries.  Traditionally research provides an evidence base and makes recommendations for change – we build change into the project work so the impact is instantaneous.  (explain how with Maria's story perhaps)I really do think that my work is an exemplar in the way forward for Universities - for researchers that are concerned with making change happen - walking the walk so to speak We have developed new and innovative ways of collating research through service delivery, through making use of on-line technology for example the student project created its own website, provided netreach, provided confidential counselling, a member’s forum, as well as engaging with social media.  The project still carried out more traditional research – the survey and its findings are very important – ground breaking in fact..... 



Immediate impact and social inclusion  
 
“When I think about The Student Sex Work Project I still 
think of them with relief.  
 
Relief that is still with me three years on.  
 
Relief that will stay with me forever actually.  
 
That's probably quite a bold statement to make but it's 
true.  
 
Before I started speaking to the project I was working in 
absolute isolation”.  

 
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
but combining cutting edge methodologies and public enagement and social media mechanisms we have reached an audience that goes far beyond the traditional audience of academics – So my approach is one which brings innovative research methodologies together with innovative engagement techniques – which creates new services which evolve according to research evidence and which thoroughly evaluates those services and creates tools for change – not only accessible reports for practitioners as well as publications for academics but also training packages to ensure that practitioners and service providers are armed with the right guidance and information and training to make social change happen. The project is due to finish in Nov 2015 –Importantly the project has not only led the way in the cross sector development of e-health services, produced ground breaking research, used innovative mechanisms to disseminate the project findings such as the visual data representation in the project film but it has also provided opportunities to students and the student sex worker community to become involved with a live research project – we have brought through over 60 student volunteers on the project – providing different packages of volunteering experience, offered paid field work opportunities, helping students to transfer skills to their cv’s, made use of our networks to help students attain employment – and we have provided paid work for seven student sex workers who have contributed to the project in a wide variety of ways.....All this work has been carried out by a small project team – and it necessitated the drawing up of internal policies and protocols such as safeguarding as well as ensuring that we met the university requirements.A daunting but rewarding task.  Particularly rewarding because of course all of this fantastic knowledge ensures that teaching is also cutting edge and research led and world leading. 



 

 

What does sex work look like? 
 

 

 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Direct sex work refers to what is commonly understood as ‘prostitution’ and includes services that involve a direct and intimate contact with a client.Indirect sex work refers to services that do not necessitate intimate contact with a client, e.g. selling sex on chat/telephone lines, acting in the porn industry. Those involved in auxiliary and organisational roles are not sex workers but they provide some sort of support service to sex work, so they are part of the sex industry (e.g. escort agency manager, driver for sex workers, receptionist in a brothel).To understand students’ involvement in the sex industry as a whole, we took into account direct sex work, indirect sex work and organisational/auxiliary roles. However, to understand student sex workers’ experiences and needs we only took account of the actual sex workers, thus those involved in direct and indirect sex work.But we consider particpattion in the sex industry as work 



Variety of images come to mind 
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Often associated with violence and murder  



Or Glamour 
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Our Definition  

• Three categories were distinguished: 

 Direct sex work (Escort work for example) 

 Indirect sex work (web cam work for 

example) 

 Organisational and auxiliary roles (driver 

for example) 

 



Findings: Participation in the sex industry 

 4.8% of the respondents had ever been involved  

 21.9% had ever considered involvement 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Very quickly and please ask us more questions about this side of the project later but we can see from our survey which Katrien and Jo will present on tomorrow that almost 5% of those that took part in the survey had been involved in the sex industry



Participation according to type of activity and gender 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
What we can see is that some students were involved in both – hence the figures do not add up exactly to the 5% But we can also see that for both direct and indirect and even organisational – more males who responded to the survey were involved in sex work than females   



Top ten most reported reasons 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
And when we looked at motivations we see that the reasons offered were diverse but that Money is a key driving factor – we can see this quite clearlyStudents want to pay basic living expenses, fund higher education, participate in the consumer economy and be able to buy a coat or a meal out like we all do, they want to avoid debt and reduce debtBut it is too simplistic just to say that the only reason students enter the sex industry is financialStudents also think they will enjoy the work, they are curious, they just want to work in the industry, some even think it will bring sexual pleasure –Sex industry is substantial in the UK, we see it in the night time economy in all major cities, we only have to look on the internet to see in every area, urban and rural sex is being sold from the privacy of people’s own homesThe occupations are very varied – a lot of occupations can be done remotely such as phone chat sex –So really it should not surprise us that students are taking up these occupations – nor should it surprise us that given much of the industry is visible and pretty normalised – particularly indirect work – that students are curious, that they might want to take up some occupations, nor indeed that they want to do the work for sexual pleasure.



Top five negative aspects of sex work: 
o Secrecy (50.7%) 

o Unpredictable earnings (50.2%) 

o Unpleasant customers (49.8%) 

o Fear of violence (36.0%) 

o Negative judgements from family and friends (34.6%) 
 
    Top five positive aspects of sex work: 

o Good money (82.7%) 

o Flexible hours (76.8%) 

o Sexual pleasure (46.4%) 

o Good clients (39.1%) 

o Working conditions (38.2%) 
 
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
We can see here that yes money is the top positive, but also how the work fits in around uni, also we can’t discount sexual pleasure, or that some students have good clients, or that for some their working conditions are goodBut equally when we look at the negatives, we see that secrecy is the top negative aspect, that earnings for about half are unpredictable, that more students reported unpleasant customers than good clientsAlso, that over third feared violence, and about a third indicated negative judgements from friends and family as a negative aspect 



What percentage of student sex workers reported 
making use of University counselling services? 

 

 

 SSWs make more use of counselling services 

provided to students as compared to students not 

engaged in sex work (21% vs. 15%) 

 If SSWs contact a professional in relation to their 

work, this most likely is a GP or sexual health clinic 
 

 
 



Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Ballonnetjes invullen met sekswerk in het midden



A glimpse into the life of a student sex worker 

 
 
 

As you watch the film consider the three aspects -  of bio / 
psycho / social factors and think about  the impact of doing 

sexwork on the person telling her story.  
 

 



But the final word goes to ‘Belle’  on her own identity 

“It shows how difficult I find the work. She is wearing a lot of makeup which is unlike me in my ‘real’ life 
but exactly like me in my working life. Her expression is emotional – just how I feel before seeing a client. 

She also looks shocked.  
 

After seeing a client that is exactly how I feel; quite shocked by what I have just done.  
 

Sometimes I think it is the only thing in my life and the only thing that identifies me.  
 

Everything else is just background noise and this is also reflected by the blurred background in the image.  
 

Even four years later I find it hard to believe what I am doing.  
 

I’m so alone and I think that this image shows this.  
 

Clients do not see or know anything about who I really am.   
They do not know what I do, what I like, dislike etc.  I tell them a different story.”  

 



Thank You 
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